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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 10,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Nora Springs Community Center. Mayor Pro-Tem
Blickenderfer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following
members present: Brian Pederson, Bob Moen, Margaret Ueker (via phone), and
Steve Blickenderfer. Absent: Jim Kraninger.

Others Present: Tyler Cooper, Tom Madden, Mike Brallier, Al Brallier, Gladys
Brallier, Yeni Klemesrud, Tom Alden, Julie Fritz, Don True, Virgil and Vickie
Fett, Dustin Hofler, Jessie Dugan, and others.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Pederson, second by Moen, to approve the agenda as posted and sent
to the news media (24) hours prior to the meeting.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Department Report

Tyler Cooper, Nora Springs Public Works Director, was present and reported that
the connection that the City made to Specialty Engineering’s sanitary sewer
earlier this year. Recently the ground has shifted and resulted in a sewer backup.
The line has been televised and it is showing that the connection has been
compromised.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen to authorize the City to make the
necessary repairs to Specialty Engineering’s sewer line and that the City would
take responsibility for expenses that had been incurred.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Don True, PeopleService Operator, was asked a couple of questions regarding his
latest report. The first was regarding a sludge hauling charge, this was necessary
and outside the contractor’s scope of work. This needed to be removed in order
for Gridor’s to continue work on the facility. The fields that the City normally
utilizes still had crops and therefore we needed to hire someone to remove and
dispose of the sludge. There was also a charge from Brett’s Drain Cleaning with
the changing out of meters at Bonnie’s Plant Farm. These were large 6-inch
meters and PeopleService could not do these on their own. Another question was
the cost of the power grease gun with the cost being $457.02. Mr. True stated that
they wanted to have a powered heavy duty gun for there will be a large increase
of areas that will need to be greased on a regular basis at the plant.
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Mr. True asked if they have any further questions regarding the materials he
provided as to water loss that has been in question from the City Council. Mr.
True provided documentation going back several years. There has been new
buildings or structures that have been added, such as Dollar General, the Aquatic
Center, the expansion of water main along West Congress, and there have been
eleven new fire hydrants that have been added to the water distribution system.
We have recently repaired two hydrants that have been leaking for over 2 years,
and thus his current lose should drop further from his current 26%. This was
compared to the water lost over the past 20-years with the past operators carrying
an average of 35% loss. Mr. True stated that he does watch this closely and if
something increases, he is immediately checking into it.

Jessie Dugan, Nora Springs Police Chief, asked if any Council had questions
about his report. They did not.

New Business

Tom Madden, Engineer with Short, Elliott, and Hendrickson, was present to give
an update on the progress of the construction of the new wastewater treatment
facility. They have discovered a leak on the latest structure and will be working
to resolve. They will proceed on the clean up around the equalization basin.

They still have a little concrete work on the stoop. All in all, they are moving
right along. They have had some electrical issues that they are continuing to work
through. These items all need to be resolved before the City will accept the
project as complete.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2020-55, “A
Resolution Approving Pay Request No. 20 to Gridor Construction, Inc. on the
Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project,” in the amount of
$150,329.90.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

A pre-con meeting was held on the 1 Street SW Bridge Project on November 4%
Minnowa Construction has since closed the road and is awaiting the approval of
the Demolition Permit. Once they have the permit, plans are to begin removing
the old structure and weather permitting to drive in the pilings.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Ueker, to approve Resolution No. 2020-56,
“Resolution approving of the final pay request on the Shell Rock River City Park
Project,” in the amount of $4,459.10.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Moen, Pederson, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.




image12.png
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried
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Mr. True asked if they have any further questions regarding the materials he
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Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2020-57,
“Resolution Approving of Change Order No. 3 on the Shell Rock River City Park
Project, Phase 2 in the amount of $2,013.78.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2020-58,
“Resolution Approving Pay Request #3 on the Shell Rock River City Park
Project, Phase 2,” in the amount of $1,913.08.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Julie Fritz had requested to be placed on the agenda to discuss the waiving of the
penalty charges that were applied to the October billing with Council. She stated
that she is normally on time with her payments and requesting the Council to take
‘under consideration removal of the fees. The payment had been received after the
cutoff time and therefore a penalty was applied. Penalty goes on the morning of
the 21 and her payment was not received until the 22° and deposited in the bank
on October 23™, Records show that the penalty charges had been waived in
January of this year and Council did not wish to grant the request as stating it
could be surmised as setting of a precedence.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Ueker, to approve the request from Sarah
Avery to move forward with her plans to have a Christmas Parade on December
19™, weather permitting, using the same route as they have for Buffalo Days.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Mr. Fett is questioning why we are charging them for the storm water utility Mr.
Fett stated that he receives no benefit as his groundwater runs in the ditch to the
North of his property.

The City Council stated that they would do a little more research, but felt
comfortable in having an answer at their December meeting.

Motion by Ueker, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2020-59, “A
Resolution Approving Health Insurance Renewal with United Health Care with
Group Benefit Partners, for the year beginning December 1, 2020,” with the
monthly increase of $389.27.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Moen, Pederson, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
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Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Ueker, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2020-60, “A
Resolution Authorizing the City Administrator to Transfer the FY2021 Tax
Allocation for the Public Safety Vehicle Fund, in the amount of $8,000 and the
Veterans Memorial Fund,” in the amount of $600.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Moen, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Ueker, to approve Resolution No. 2020-61,
“Resolution Authorizing the Transfers from the Local Option Fund to the Bridge
Improvement, Street Improvement, and the Public Works Equipment Fund.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Moen, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2020-62,
“Resolution Certify Nuisance Abatement” for property at 202 S. Hawkeye
Avenue, in the amount of $187.50, for mowing of property.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2020-63,
“Resolution Certify Nuisance Abatement” for property at 102 N. Hawkeye
Avenue, in the amount of $75.00, for mowing of property.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays: None.
Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Communication Report

The City Administrator has recently been asked about what the acceptable policy
is when it comes to abandoning a property’s private sewer line from the City’s
main. The City Code states that it would follow the State Plumbing Code. She is
requesting from the Council that we need further clarification as to what would be
an acceptable practice. The Council agreed and thought they should schedule a
workshop session to discuss the matter further.

Since the adoption of the amending provisions pertaining to the City’s sewer rate
for services back on August 19, Ms. Gaul has research and gather a list of




image42.png




image43.png




image44.jpeg




image45.png




image46.png
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properties that would be affected by this amendment. While gathering this
information, she found that there were many properties that would need to be
added to the City’s storm water utility billing. She provided this list but as
discussed earlier, the Council decided to table to their December agenda.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Moen, second by Pederson, to approve the Consent Agenda and the
following items:

Approve the October 13, 2020 Regular Session Minutes
Approve the November claims, $118,171.75, plus $12,113.86 in additions
Set next regular session for December 8, 2020

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
Adjournment
Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to adjourn this regular session of the

Nora Springs City Council at 8:16 p.m.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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