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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at
7:00 p.m. at the Nora Springs City Hall. Mayor Hassman called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Steve Blickenderfer, Margaret Ueker,
Bob Moen, Brian Pederson and Jim Kraninger.

Present: Mike Brallier, Josh Tarbell, Matt Jackson, Raj Rajan, Lisa Agrimonti and two
others, representing the SOO Green Project, Al Brallier, Steven Bailey, Tyler Cooper,
Gladys Brallier, and Jessie Dugan.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Ueker, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the agenda as posted and sent to the
news media (24) hours prior to the meeting.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Public Hearing

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing on a proposed ordinance granting a
franchise to SOO Green HVDC Link Projectco, LLC (Applicant) to construct, operate
and maintain a new 525 kilovolt underground high-voltage direct current electric
transmission line (Project) in the City and within City-owned property. The Project will
transfer energy, including renewable energy, generated in Iowa, and points west, between
Mason City, lowa, and Yorkville, Illinois. The Project route within the City will be
located entirely within existing railroad rights-of-way. Mayor Hassman opened the
public hearing at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Hassman asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received
any written comments or objections. Nothing had been received. Mayor Hassman had
the SOO Green representatives move forward with their presentation. After presentation,
Mayor Hassman asked for comments or objections from the citizens present. None were
heard. Mayor Hassman closed the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing to review the proposed Fiscal Year
2021-22 Budget Amendment. Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.
Mayor Hassman asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received any written comments or
objections. None have been received. Ms. Gaul, City Administrator, explained the need
for the amendment as the 2021 Street Improvement Project had increased in the amount
spent since the original budget was adopted. The Wastewater Treatment Facility
expenses were to be completed during last fiscal year, but those expense ran into the new
budget and thus the need for amending. This would not increase the taxes that have
already been approved. Mayor Hassman closed the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing on the proposed sale of the Olympian
generator. Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m. Mayor Hassman
asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received any written comments or objections. None have
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been received. Ms. Gaul, City Administrator, explained that we have received no bids for
the generator at this time, but the City will still accept bids up to 4 p.m. on December
31%, Mayor Hassman closed the public hearing at 7:46 p.m.

Department Report
Tyler Cooper, Public Works Director, asked if Council had any questions regarding his
report. No one had questions.

Mr. Cooper talked about the quotes which he had received for Utility Tractors. Neither
company would be able to deliver for some time. Discussion was held regarding
applying for a grant and that $30,000 should be the amount of grant request.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the purchase of 46” width carriage
forks for the skid steer, in the amount of $1,010.00.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mr. Cooper went on to discuss complaints that the City have received in regards to
persons and/or vehicles trespassing on City property in the Wastewater Treatment
Facility area. The Council agreed that the area should be secured to keep trespassers out.

Mr. Cooper informed the Council that he would be meeting with a Heartland Asphalt
representative later this week. He has a concern and will be discussing with them the
issue with three of the manholes on Congress Street. There were no risers placed on
three of the manholes and thus they are low.

Matt Jackson, People Service Operator was present and asked whether the Council had
any questions for him. A couple council had inquired that they were not seeing the
monthly water and wastewater maintenance reports.

New Business

Josh Tarbell provided an update on the 1% Street Bridge Project. Mr. Tarbell stated that
the only item that is still outstanding is to ensure that the seeding has taken hold and that
would not be known until next spring.

There has been questions regarding the discoloring of the powder coating on the metal
railing on the bridge. Mr. Tarbell will be checking with the Towa DOT to see if they have
any issues with the discoloration of the railing. Unless the sub-contractor deviated away
from the specs, these are typically standard materials. Mr. Tarbell will be talking with
the DOT to see whether or not they have any concerns regarding the discoloration and
will get back to the City on their findings.

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of “An Ordinance
to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, by Amending the
Provisions Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”
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been received. Ms. Gaul, City Administrator, explained that we have received no bids for
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mr. Cooper went on to discuss complaints that the City have received in regards to
persons and/or vehicles trespassing on City property in the Wastewater Treatment
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Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the first reading of “An
Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, [owa, by Amending
the Provisions Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve and waive the second and third
reading of Ordinance No. 107, of “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, lowa, by Amending the Provisions Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve and authorize the City
Administrator to publish the newly adopted Ordinance No. 107, of “An Ordinance to the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, lowa, by Amending the Provisions
Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of “An Ordinance
to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, by Adding an Electric
Franchise for SOO Green HVDC Link Project.”

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the first reading of “An
Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa,
by Adding an Electric Franchise for SOO Green HVDC Link Project.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution 2021-58,

“Resolution approving the FY2021 1st Budget Amendment for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2022.”
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Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the first reading of “An
Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, [owa, by Amending
the Provisions Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve and waive the second and third
reading of Ordinance No. 107, of “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, lowa, by Amending the Provisions Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Pertaining to Speed Regulations.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of “An Ordinance
to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, by Adding an Electric
Franchise for SOO Green HVDC Link Project.”

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the first reading of “An
Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa,
by Adding an Electric Franchise for SOO Green HVDC Link Project.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to table the acceptance of the 2021
Street Improvement Project, with Heartland Asphalt, Inc., until the issues with the
manholes are resolved.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to accept Park and Recreation Board
recommendation to approve for payment of $10,961.85, to WHKS & Co., for engineering
services on the Old Mill Pond Improvements #4.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Ueker, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2021-60, “Corporate
Authorization Resolution, for First Security Bank & Trust” to place Randy Hassman,
Steve Blickenderfer, Elizabeth Yaddof, and Steven Bailey, on the Corporate
Authorization form for the authorized signatures, effective January 3, 2022.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, Blickenderfer, and Ueker. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

At this time we have received no bids, although they have until December 31st. The
Council will wait until their January meeting to see whether they receive bids or what
there next step may be.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve Resolution No. 2021-61,
“Resolution authorizing the Nora Springs City Hall to maintain a Petty Cash Fund in the
amount of $150.00.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, Blickenderfer, and Ueker. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Kraninger, seconded by Pederson, to accept and approve the Gift Agreement
from the Adams Family Foundation of Nora Springs, Iowa, for the gifting of Parcel E
that part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 8, Township 96N,
Range 18 West in the Town of Nora Springs, Iowa.




image27.png




image28.jpeg




image29.png
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, Pederson, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
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Authorization Resolution, for First Security Bank & Trust” to place Randy Hassman,
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of Ordinance No.
109 “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, by
Accepting a Gift of Land from the Adams Family Foundation of Nora Springs, An lowa
Non-profit Corporation.”

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the first reading of Ordinance No.
109 “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, lowa, by
Accepting a Gift of Land from the Adams Family Foundation of Nora Springs, An lowa
Non-profit Corporation.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kraninger, to approve and waive the second and third
reading of Ordinance No. 109, “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Nora Springs, lowa, by Accepting a Gift of Land from the Adams Family Foundation of
Nora Springs, An Iowa Non-profit Corporation.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Kraninger, seconded by Pederson, to approve and authorize the City
Administrator to publish the newly adopted Ordinance No. 109, of “An Ordinance to the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, by Accepting a Gift of Land from

the Adams Family Foundation of Nora Springs, An Iowa Non-profit Corporation.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to have the approval of the monthly
bills be placed on the agenda, with the approval during the normal regular session
meeting.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Kraninger, seconded by Pederson, to select Elizabeth Yaddof, to serve as the
Business Officer, for the City of Nora Springs BizCard Platinum VISA credit card.
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Non-profit Corporation.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kraninger, to approve and waive the second and third
reading of Ordinance No. 109, “An Ordinance to the Code of Ordinances of the City of
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Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Kraninger, and Pederson. Nays:
None.
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Kraninger, to approve to pay the comp-time hours
that had been accrued upon Deb Gaul’s leaving of the City.
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021-59,
“Resolution Certifying Nuisance Abatement, for 207 6th St. NW for lawn mowing.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Moen, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021-62,
“Resolution Certifying Nuisance Abatement, for 207 6th St. NW for water utility.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Moen, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the commitment of $500 to the Shell
Rock River Watershed Management Coalition, as they work to raise local funding for
their portion on a Department of Natural Resources Grant.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Old Business

A brief discussion was held regarding Nora Iowa Electric’s commitment to be connected
to the City’s water and sewer main by December 1%, In recent days, there appears to be
some movement of their possible connecting. The Council will table any further decision
until their January meeting.

Communication Report
The City Administrator asks whether the Council had any questions regarding her report.
No one had any question on her report.

Mayor Hassman acknowledged the City Administrator’s years of service in the
Community.
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“Resolution Certifying Nuisance Abatement, for 207 6th St. NW for water utility.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Moen, Ueker, and Blickenderfer. Nays:
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Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the commitment of $500 to the Shell
Rock River Watershed Management Coalition, as they work to raise local funding for
their portion on a Department of Natural Resources Grant.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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A brief discussion was held regarding Nora Iowa Electric’s commitment to be connected
to the City’s water and sewer main by December 1%, In recent days, there appears to be
some movement of their possible connecting. The Council will table any further decision
until their January meeting.

Communication Report
The City Administrator asks whether the Council had any questions regarding her report.
No one had any question on her report.

Mayor Hassman acknowledged the City Administrator’s years of service in the
Community.
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Consent Agenda
Motion by Kraninger, seconded by Ueker, to approve the Consent Agenda and the
following items:

Approve the November 4, 2021 Workshop Session Minutes

Approve the November 9, 2021 Regular Session Minutes

Approve the November 22, 2021 Special Session Minutes

Approve the November 24, 2021 Special Session Minutes

Approve the December claims, $128,520.33, plus additions $18,842.56

Accept the Resignation of Deborah Gaul, as City Administrator, effective Dec.
31, 2021

Approve the Treasurer’s Report and Budget Report for month ending 11/30/2021
Set next regular session for January 11, 2022

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Adjournment

Motion by Ueker, second by Blickenderfer, to adjourn this regular session of the Nora
Springs City Council at 8:35 p.m.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at
7:00 p.m. at the Nora Springs City Hall. Mayor Hassman called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Steve Blickenderfer, Margaret Ueker,
Bob Moen, Brian Pederson and Jim Kraninger.

Present: Mike Brallier, Josh Tarbell, Matt Jackson, Raj Rajan, Lisa Agrimonti and two
others, representing the SOO Green Project, Al Brallier, Steven Bailey, Tyler Cooper,
Gladys Brallier, and Jessie Dugan.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Ueker, seconded by Kraninger, to approve the agenda as posted and sent to the
news media (24) hours prior to the meeting.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Public Hearing

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing on a proposed ordinance granting a
franchise to SOO Green HVDC Link Projectco, LLC (Applicant) to construct, operate
and maintain a new 525 kilovolt underground high-voltage direct current electric
transmission line (Project) in the City and within City-owned property. The Project will
transfer energy, including renewable energy, generated in Iowa, and points west, between
Mason City, lowa, and Yorkville, Illinois. The Project route within the City will be
located entirely within existing railroad rights-of-way. Mayor Hassman opened the
public hearing at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Hassman asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received
any written comments or objections. Nothing had been received. Mayor Hassman had
the SOO Green representatives move forward with their presentation. After presentation,
Mayor Hassman asked for comments or objections from the citizens present. None were
heard. Mayor Hassman closed the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing to review the proposed Fiscal Year
2021-22 Budget Amendment. Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.
Mayor Hassman asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received any written comments or
objections. None have been received. Ms. Gaul, City Administrator, explained the need
for the amendment as the 2021 Street Improvement Project had increased in the amount
spent since the original budget was adopted. The Wastewater Treatment Facility
expenses were to be completed during last fiscal year, but those expense ran into the new
budget and thus the need for amending. This would not increase the taxes that have
already been approved. Mayor Hassman closed the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

It being the time and place for the Public Hearing on the proposed sale of the Olympian
generator. Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m. Mayor Hassman
asked Ms. Gaul whether she has received any written comments or objections. None have
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