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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 8,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Nora Springs City Hall. This month’s meeting was held
over Zoom to meet the Governor’s guidelines regarding gatherings during the
pandemic. Mayor Hassman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the
following members present: Brian Pederson, Bob Moen, Steve Blickenderfer,
and Jim Kraninger. Absent: Margaret Ueker.

Others Present: Tyler Cooper, Tom Madden, and Mike Brallier.

Approval of Agenda

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the agenda as posted and sent
to the news media (24) hours prior to the meeting with the removal of the
“mobilization pay request from Minnowa Construction” agenda item.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Department Report

Tyler Cooper, Public Works Director, was present and reported that the Main
Streets’ Christmas lights are showing their age. He had to do a lot of work with
them this year to get them ready to hang. The wiring is the biggest issue. He was
asked what the cost would be to replace the decorations. Tyler has not looked
into the replacement cost. Mayor Hassman asked that he look into options for the
decorations and bring to Council at a later time.

New Business

Tom Madden, P.E. with Short, Elliott, and Hendrickson, gave an update on the
progress of the construction of the wastewater treatment facility. Gridor has one
concrete pour left which is scheduled for tomorrow. There will be some training
provided later this week on the heating and ventilation system. He reported that
the labs on the facility have been coming back well within their required
compliance. The project’s overrun is still considerably low on this size of project,
which currently is approximate $326,000.

Mayor Hassman stated that he was at the site recently and asked about a huge pile
of dirt and mentioned that there was a lot of different materials scattered about
around the facility. He inquired whether the dirt was something the City could
use. The City could use as fill, but if you were wanting something like grass to
grow, he would not recommend. Gridor will dispose of the dirt. As for the job
site, Gridor will be cleaning up this area before the end of the project. Other than
possibly the seeding, Mr. Madden anticipates the project being completed here
soon.
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Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2020-64, “A
Resolution Approving Pay Request No. 21 to Gridor Construction, Inc. on the
Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project,” in the amount of
$124,748.30.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Blickenderfer, Moen, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Minnowa Construction has most of the decking removed from the old bridge.
They would like to drive in the pilings, start the abutment and install the bridge
beams yet this fall and early winter. This will all be dependent on the weather.

Mr. Madden reminds the Council and staff that there is a chain of command on
these projects. If the contractor has a question, the question should go through the
engineer.

Mr. Madden mentioned that if visiting the site, they need to be mindful as to what
may be discussed. The contractor may construe that this individual has the
authority to authorize something being discussed. We need to be aware of our
conversations with them.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to acknowledge and accept the findings
within the Annual Independent Accountants Exam Report for period ending June
30, 2020.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2020-65,
“Resolution Approving of Change Order No. 4 on the Shell Rock River City Park
Project, Phase 2,” in the amount of $778.52.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Kraninger, Moen, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2020-66,
“Resolution Approving the Final Pay Request #4 on the Shell Rock River City
Park Project, Phase 2,” in the amount of $12,601.22.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Kraninger, Moen, and Pederson. Nays:
None.
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None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Old Business
Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of an
ordinance amending the provisions pertaining to the responsibility for water
service pipes.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to introduce the first reading of
Ordinance No. 104, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions Pertaining to the
Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Pederson, Blickenderfer and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO. 104

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF NORA SPRINGS, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS
PERTAINING TO THE RESPONSIBILTY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION MODIFIED. Section 90.01 and 90.12 of the Code of
Ordinance of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, is repealed and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

90.01(7). Curb valve means a shut off valve that has the ability to control
the water supply from the water main to a building. This valve is also known as a
curb stop.

90.12 RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE. All costs and
expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of
the water service pipe, as defined in Chapter 90.01, from the water main to the
building served shall be borne by the property owner. The owner is responsible
for maintaining said owner’s water service from freezing. The owner shall
indemnify the City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be
occasioned by the installation or maintenance of said water service pipe.

90.12(1) Exception: For a five (5) year period from the date of passage of
Ordnance No. 104, amending Chapter 90 of the Nora Spring Ordinances, the City
will be responsible for all costs and expenses incident to the installation,
connection, disconnection, or maintenance from the curb valve to the water main.
The property owner is still responsible during this five-year exception for all costs
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Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Old Business
Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of an
ordinance amending the provisions pertaining to the responsibility for water
service pipes.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to introduce the first reading of
Ordinance No. 104, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions Pertaining to the
Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Pederson, Blickenderfer and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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90.12 RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE. All costs and
expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of
the water service pipe, as defined in Chapter 90.01, from the water main to the
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Ordnance No. 104, amending Chapter 90 of the Nora Spring Ordinances, the City
will be responsible for all costs and expenses incident to the installation,
connection, disconnection, or maintenance from the curb valve to the water main.
The property owner is still responsible during this five-year exception for all costs
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and expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or
maintenance of the water service pipe between the building and the curb valve.

SECTION 2. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with
this provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision, or part of
this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication
shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision,
or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect from and
after its final passage, approval, and publication by law.

The second reading of Ordinance No. 104 will be held on January 12, 2021

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of an
ordinance amending the City Code by adding a new section to the building sewer
and connections to the City’s sewer.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to introduce the first reading of
Ordinance No. 105, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, lowa, 2006, by Adding a New Section to the Building Sewer and
Connections.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO. 105

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF NORA SPRINGS, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION TO
THE BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa:

SECTION 1. NEW SECTION. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora
Springs, Iowa, is amended by adding a new Section 96.11, entitled
ABANDONED CONNECTIONS, which is hereby adopted to read as follows:

96.11 ABANDONED CONNECTIONS. When an existing building
sewer service is abandoned, the disconnection and capping shall be at the main. If
the main and/or wye is damaged or cracked, the wye fitting is removed and the
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over Zoom to meet the Governor’s guidelines regarding gatherings during the
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Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the agenda as posted and sent
to the news media (24) hours prior to the meeting with the removal of the
“mobilization pay request from Minnowa Construction” agenda item.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.

Department Report

Tyler Cooper, Public Works Director, was present and reported that the Main
Streets’ Christmas lights are showing their age. He had to do a lot of work with
them this year to get them ready to hang. The wiring is the biggest issue. He was
asked what the cost would be to replace the decorations. Tyler has not looked
into the replacement cost. Mayor Hassman asked that he look into options for the
decorations and bring to Council at a later time.

New Business

Tom Madden, P.E. with Short, Elliott, and Hendrickson, gave an update on the
progress of the construction of the wastewater treatment facility. Gridor has one
concrete pour left which is scheduled for tomorrow. There will be some training
provided later this week on the heating and ventilation system. He reported that
the labs on the facility have been coming back well within their required
compliance. The project’s overrun is still considerably low on this size of project,
which currently is approximate $326,000.

Mayor Hassman stated that he was at the site recently and asked about a huge pile
of dirt and mentioned that there was a lot of different materials scattered about
around the facility. He inquired whether the dirt was something the City could
use. The City could use as fill, but if you were wanting something like grass to
grow, he would not recommend. Gridor will dispose of the dirt. As for the job
site, Gridor will be cleaning up this area before the end of the project. Other than
possibly the seeding, Mr. Madden anticipates the project being completed here
soon.
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and expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or
maintenance of the water service pipe between the building and the curb valve.
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or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect from and
after its final passage, approval, and publication by law.

The second reading of Ordinance No. 104 will be held on January 12, 2021

Mayor Hassman entertained for a motion to introduce the first reading of an
ordinance amending the City Code by adding a new section to the building sewer
and connections to the City’s sewer.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to introduce the first reading of
Ordinance No. 105, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, lowa, 2006, by Adding a New Section to the Building Sewer and
Connections.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO. 105

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF NORA SPRINGS, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION TO
THE BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa:

SECTION 1. NEW SECTION. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora
Springs, Iowa, is amended by adding a new Section 96.11, entitled
ABANDONED CONNECTIONS, which is hereby adopted to read as follows:

96.11 ABANDONED CONNECTIONS. When an existing building
sewer service is abandoned, the disconnection and capping shall be at the main. If
the main and/or wye is damaged or cracked, the wye fitting is removed and the
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main replace. An inspection by a City representative is required prior to
backfilling. The expense of abandoning is borne on the property owner.

SECTION 2. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinance in conflict with
the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision, or part of
this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication
shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision,,
or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect from and
after its final passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to introduce the first reading of
Ordinance No. 105, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by Adding a New Section to the Building Sewer and
Connections.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Pederson, Blickenderfer and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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The second reading of Ordinance No. 105 will be held on January 12, 2021.

Communication Report

City Administrator:

Further discussion was held regarding the billing of properties for the storm water
utilities and for the sewer debt charges. Ms. Gaul is directed to continue the
review process for the potential billing and bring her findings back to the City
Council.

Ms. Gaul inquired as to how the City Council wanted to conduct their budget
workshops. They would prefer to begin shortly after their January meeting. By
that time, the State should have the certified valuations from the County Auditor’s
and Ms. Gaul can determine the potential revenues that would be available to the
City from taxation.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Moen, second by Blickenderfer, to approve the Consent Agenda and
the following items:

Approval of the November 10, 2020 Regular Session Minutes
Approval of the November 17, 2020 Workshop Minutes
Approval of the November 23, 2020 Special Session Minutes
Approval of Monthly Financial Reports




image56.png




image3.png




image57.png




image58.jpeg




image59.png
main replace. An inspection by a City representative is required prior to
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Randy Hassman, Mayor Deborah J Gaul, City Administrator
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e Approve the December claims, $212,936.04, plus $6,453.28
e Set next regular session for January 12, 2021

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
Adjournment
Motion by Blickenderfer, second by Pederson, to adjourn this regular session of

the Nora Springs City Council at §:05 p.m.

Vote: 4 ayes, motion carried.
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