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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at
7:00 p.m. in the Nora Springs City Hall. This month’s meeting was held over Zoom and
public could participate by phone or over internet. Mayor Hassman called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Steve Blickenderfer, present and
Brian Pederson, Margaret Ueker and Jim Kraninger, and Bob Moen present through
Zoom.

Others Present: Tyler Cooper and Jessie Dugan. Participating through Zoom: Don True,
Tom Madden, David Wherry, and Mike Brallier.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the agenda as posted and sent to the
news media (24) hours prior to the meeting.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Public Hearing

It being the time and place for the public hearing on the proposed maximum tax levy rate.
Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Hassman asked the City
Administrator whether she had received any written comments or objections. None have
been received. In accordance with SF634, a public hearing needs to be held which sets
out the maximum tax levy rate for fiscal year 2022. The maximum rate of $13.85219,
compared to $13.35114 for the current year, which represents a 12.85 percent increase.
The increase is necessary for the funding of the City’s property and liability insurance
obligation. At the time of this hearing, we have not received any of the quotes that have
been requested that may give the City other options and thus lowering the levy. Mayor
Hassman asks the public whether they have any comments or objections. None were
heard. Mayor Hassman closed the Public Hearing at 7:02 p.m.

Department Report

Tyler Cooper, Public Works Director, was present and reported that he had received two
quotes for the replacement of a unit heater for the Public Works building. One from
DPHVACR Heating, Cooling and Refrigeration for $2,925.00 and the other from O B’s
Plumbing & Heating for $3,200.00.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to approve the hiring of DPHVACR
Heating, Cooling & Refrigeration with the lowest quote of $2,925.00 for the purchasing
and installation of one unit heater at the Public Works building.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the
5-year Customer Support Agreement with Ziegler Power Systems, of Altoona, Iowa, with
an annual payment of $6,835.06, which would provide maintenance services on the
City’s three generators.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Chief of Police Dugan was present. Councilwoman Ueker inquired about the
departments body cameras purchase. He replied that they are working well.

New Business

Tom Madden, Engineer with Short, Elliott, and Hendrickson (SEH), provided an update
on the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project. There is currently an issue with the heater
in the old blower building. Something has happened to the heater and it is no longer
operable. Mr. Madden has been putting pressure on the Contractor that perhaps an
electrician messed something up. Don has still been experiencing issues with the
SCADA system and has had to contact the company quite a bit to get things straightened
out. The Council expressed concern that the project is near completion and that we need
to have this system in good operating order. Mr. Madden stated that before the project is
finalized their firm will do a punch list check and anything that needs to be corrected or
completed will be before their final acceptance. Mr. Madden did talk to the Council
about their 2-year construction maintenance agreement and how it is different from the
manufacturer’s warranty. If something would arise during the 2-year maintenance
agreement period and if it were to be something like equipment, the equipment would fall
under the warranty period of the piece of equipment and not necessarily the contractor
maintenance agreement. If something would show up, the staff should contact Mr.
Madden and he will assist in the determination on how to proceed. In addition, if staff
sees any deficiency or has questions, they should write down and pass along to SEH’s
engineers.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kraninger, to approve Resolution No. 2021-05, “A
Resolution Approving Change Order No. 8, on the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Improvement Project,” which increases the overall cost by $26,803.00.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Kraninger. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021 -06, “A
Resolution Approving Pay Request No. 23 to Gridor Construction, Inc. on the

Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project,” in the amount of $41,776.25.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, and Moen.
Nays: None.
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Motion by Moen, seconded by Pederson, to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the
5-year Customer Support Agreement with Ziegler Power Systems, of Altoona, Iowa, with
an annual payment of $6,835.06, which would provide maintenance services on the
City’s three generators.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Chief of Police Dugan was present. Councilwoman Ueker inquired about the
departments body cameras purchase. He replied that they are working well.

New Business

Tom Madden, Engineer with Short, Elliott, and Hendrickson (SEH), provided an update
on the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project. There is currently an issue with the heater
in the old blower building. Something has happened to the heater and it is no longer
operable. Mr. Madden has been putting pressure on the Contractor that perhaps an
electrician messed something up. Don has still been experiencing issues with the
SCADA system and has had to contact the company quite a bit to get things straightened
out. The Council expressed concern that the project is near completion and that we need
to have this system in good operating order. Mr. Madden stated that before the project is
finalized their firm will do a punch list check and anything that needs to be corrected or
completed will be before their final acceptance. Mr. Madden did talk to the Council
about their 2-year construction maintenance agreement and how it is different from the
manufacturer’s warranty. If something would arise during the 2-year maintenance
agreement period and if it were to be something like equipment, the equipment would fall
under the warranty period of the piece of equipment and not necessarily the contractor
maintenance agreement. If something would show up, the staff should contact Mr.
Madden and he will assist in the determination on how to proceed. In addition, if staff
sees any deficiency or has questions, they should write down and pass along to SEH’s
engineers.

Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kraninger, to approve Resolution No. 2021-05, “A
Resolution Approving Change Order No. 8, on the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Improvement Project,” which increases the overall cost by $26,803.00.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Blickenderfer, Ueker, Moen, Pederson, and Kraninger. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021 -06, “A
Resolution Approving Pay Request No. 23 to Gridor Construction, Inc. on the

Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project,” in the amount of $41,776.25.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, and Moen.
Nays: None.
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mr. Madden gave a report as to the status on the 1% Street Bridge Project. The contractor
had reported that they had removed a number of trees during this project. There has been
discussion with the engineers on the project and with the Towa Department of
Transportation about the contractor’s increase costs. The IDOT concurs with the
engineer’s on the project that if the contractor’s make additional changes to how they
want to proceed, it will not be the City’s cost. They had the access laid out and the
design, if they deviate outside the box, it should not be on the City. Mr. Madden feels
this will be resolved shortly and stated that they are not running behind on the project as a
whole.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Ueker, to approve Resolution No. 2021-07, “Maximum
Property Tax Dollars Resolution,” for fiscal year 2022, in which the maximum levy
increases by 12.85 percent.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, Moen, and Ueker. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to set 7:00 p.m. on March 9, 2021 as the
date and time for the public hearing on the Proposed Fiscal Year 2021-22 Budget and to
authorize the publication thereof upon final acceptance of the city council.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

The Park and Recreation Board had approved the recommendation to move forward with
the Trail Site #4 project, under Project Schedule A. Councilman Pederson stated that he
was concerned with the number of trees that would need to be removed and the amount
of fill that would need to be hauled in. There was discussion of other possible options
and in the end no final decision was made.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to table any actions on the proposed trail
until the other options could be looked over further.

5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2021-08, “A
Resolution approving entering into a 28E Agreement between the City of Nora Springs
and the City of Shell Rock, the Butler County Soil and Water Conservation District, and
other Parties including other Counties, Cities, and Soil and Water Conservation District
for the implementing of the Shell Rock River Watershed Management Authority,” and
appointing Elizabeth Yaddof as the City Representative.
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Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mr. Madden gave a report as to the status on the 1% Street Bridge Project. The contractor
had reported that they had removed a number of trees during this project. There has been
discussion with the engineers on the project and with the Towa Department of
Transportation about the contractor’s increase costs. The IDOT concurs with the
engineer’s on the project that if the contractor’s make additional changes to how they
want to proceed, it will not be the City’s cost. They had the access laid out and the
design, if they deviate outside the box, it should not be on the City. Mr. Madden feels
this will be resolved shortly and stated that they are not running behind on the project as a
whole.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Ueker, to approve Resolution No. 2021-07, “Maximum
Property Tax Dollars Resolution,” for fiscal year 2022, in which the maximum levy
increases by 12.85 percent.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, Moen, and Ueker. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to set 7:00 p.m. on March 9, 2021 as the
date and time for the public hearing on the Proposed Fiscal Year 2021-22 Budget and to
authorize the publication thereof upon final acceptance of the city council.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

The Park and Recreation Board had approved the recommendation to move forward with
the Trail Site #4 project, under Project Schedule A. Councilman Pederson stated that he
was concerned with the number of trees that would need to be removed and the amount
of fill that would need to be hauled in. There was discussion of other possible options
and in the end no final decision was made.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to table any actions on the proposed trail
until the other options could be looked over further.

5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2021-08, “A
Resolution approving entering into a 28E Agreement between the City of Nora Springs
and the City of Shell Rock, the Butler County Soil and Water Conservation District, and
other Parties including other Counties, Cities, and Soil and Water Conservation District
for the implementing of the Shell Rock River Watershed Management Authority,” and
appointing Elizabeth Yaddof as the City Representative.
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Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Kraninger, Moen, Blickenderfer, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Old Business

Mayor Hassman introduced the first reading of the revised “An Ordinance Amending the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions
pertaining to the Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

ORDINANCE NO. 104
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF NORA SPRINGS, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS
PERTAINING TO
THE RESPONSIBILTY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION MODIFIED. Section 90.01 and 90.12 of the Code of
Ordinance of the City of Nora Springs, lowa, is repealed and the following adopted in
lieu thereof:

90.01(7). Curb valve means a shut off valve that has the ability to control the
water supply from the water main to a building. This valve is also known as a curb stop.

90.12 RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE. All costs and
expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of the
water service pipe, as defined in Chapter 90.01, from the water main to the building
served shall be borne by the property owner. The City will provide the corporation stop,
copper tubing, curb stop, curb box, meter horn, and meter. The owner is responsible for
maintaining said owner’s water service from freezing. The owner shall indemnify the
City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the
installation or maintenance of said water service pipe.

90.12(1) Exception: For a five (5) year period from the date of passage of
Ordinance No. 104, amending Chapter 90 of the Nora Spring Ordinances, the City will
repair issues that may arise between and including from the corporation stop to the curb
stop. The property owner is still responsible during this five-year exception for all costs
and expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of
the water service pipe between the building and the curb valve.

SECTION 2. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision, or part of this
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect
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Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Kraninger, Moen, Blickenderfer, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Old Business

Mayor Hassman introduced the first reading of the revised “An Ordinance Amending the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions
pertaining to the Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

ORDINANCE NO. 104
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF NORA SPRINGS, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS
PERTAINING TO
THE RESPONSIBILTY FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION MODIFIED. Section 90.01 and 90.12 of the Code of
Ordinance of the City of Nora Springs, lowa, is repealed and the following adopted in
lieu thereof:

90.01(7). Curb valve means a shut off valve that has the ability to control the
water supply from the water main to a building. This valve is also known as a curb stop.
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expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of the
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City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the
installation or maintenance of said water service pipe.

90.12(1) Exception: For a five (5) year period from the date of passage of
Ordinance No. 104, amending Chapter 90 of the Nora Spring Ordinances, the City will
repair issues that may arise between and including from the corporation stop to the curb
stop. The property owner is still responsible during this five-year exception for all costs
and expenses incident to the installation, connection, disconnection, or maintenance of
the water service pipe between the building and the curb valve.

SECTION 2. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, provision, or part of this
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect
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the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision, or part thereof not
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its
final passage, approval, and publication by law.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve the first reading on Ordinance
No. 104, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs,
lowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions Pertaining to the Responsibility for Water Service
Pipe.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Moen, Kraninger, Ueker and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Moen, to approve and waive the second and third
reading of Ordinance No. 104, “An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the
City of Nora Springs, lowa, 2006, by Amending Provisions Pertaining to the
Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Kraninger, Ueker, Blickenderfer, and Moen.
Nays: None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Ueker, to approve and authorize the City
Administrator to publish the newly adopted Ordinance No. 104, “An Ordinance
Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Nora Springs, Iowa, 2006, by
Amending Provisions Pertaining to the Responsibility for Water Service Pipe.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Pederson, Moen, Blickenderfer, and Ueker. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to approve Resolution No. 2021-09,
“Resolution authorizing transfer of $63,043.00 from the Storm Damage Fund into the
Local Option Fund,” to reimbursement the fund for the temporary loan.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Kraninger, Ueker, Moen, Blickenderfer, and Pederson. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision, or part thereof not
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None.
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NORA SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Nora Springs City Hall
Financial Committee Meeting at 6:45 p.m.

The Nora Springs City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at
7:00 p.m. in the Nora Springs City Hall. This month’s meeting was held over Zoom and
public could participate by phone or over internet. Mayor Hassman called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Steve Blickenderfer, present and
Brian Pederson, Margaret Ueker and Jim Kraninger, and Bob Moen present through
Zoom.

Others Present: Tyler Cooper and Jessie Dugan. Participating through Zoom: Don True,
Tom Madden, David Wherry, and Mike Brallier.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve the agenda as posted and sent to the
news media (24) hours prior to the meeting.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Public Hearing

It being the time and place for the public hearing on the proposed maximum tax levy rate.
Mayor Hassman opened the public hearing at 7:01 p.m. Mayor Hassman asked the City
Administrator whether she had received any written comments or objections. None have
been received. In accordance with SF634, a public hearing needs to be held which sets
out the maximum tax levy rate for fiscal year 2022. The maximum rate of $13.85219,
compared to $13.35114 for the current year, which represents a 12.85 percent increase.
The increase is necessary for the funding of the City’s property and liability insurance
obligation. At the time of this hearing, we have not received any of the quotes that have
been requested that may give the City other options and thus lowering the levy. Mayor
Hassman asks the public whether they have any comments or objections. None were
heard. Mayor Hassman closed the Public Hearing at 7:02 p.m.

Department Report

Tyler Cooper, Public Works Director, was present and reported that he had received two
quotes for the replacement of a unit heater for the Public Works building. One from
DPHVACR Heating, Cooling and Refrigeration for $2,925.00 and the other from O B’s
Plumbing & Heating for $3,200.00.

Motion by Blickenderfer, seconded by Pederson, to approve the hiring of DPHVACR
Heating, Cooling & Refrigeration with the lowest quote of $2,925.00 for the purchasing
and installation of one unit heater at the Public Works building.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021-1 0,
“Resolution authorizing the transfer of funds for the purchasing of one larger CD,” in the
amount of $382,000 for a period of six months.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, Pederson and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Blickenderfer, to approve Resolution No. 2021-11, “Re-
adoption of Investment Policy.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Ueker, Kraninger, Moen and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Communication Report

City Administrator Gaul reported to the Council that the letters for the collection of the
additional sewer debt and/or storm water fees for properties not currently on the City’s
billing system has gone out. These letters were to the property owners that own
properties that do benefit from the City’s storm water ordinance. The letters to property
owners of vacant properties or whom currently have no billing whatsoever for the
property, but remain connected to the sanitary sewer have also been mailed. The office
has received a few questions from some about the letters. Mayor Hassman stated that he
has had a few inquiries himself,

The Council tonight has set a date and time for the public hearing on the proposed
budget. The main thing we are awaiting to finalize will be the quotes coming in for our
property and liability insurance. Ms. Gaul will set a meeting time as soon as she receives
the new materials so that we can finalize our budget asking and go forward with the
publication.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Blickenderfer, second by Ueker, to approve the Consent Agenda and the
following items:

® Approval of the January 12, 2021 Regular Session Minutes

Approval of the January 18, 2021 Workshop Session

Approve the February claims, $123,432.59, plus $627.60 in additions
e Set next regular session for March 9, 2021

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Motion by Pederson, seconded by Moen, to approve Resolution No. 2021-1 0,
“Resolution authorizing the transfer of funds for the purchasing of one larger CD,” in the
amount of $382,000 for a period of six months.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ueker, Kraninger, Blickenderfer, Pederson and Moen. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Moen, seconded by Blickenderfer, to approve Resolution No. 2021-11, “Re-
adoption of Investment Policy.”

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Pederson, Ueker, Kraninger, Moen and Blickenderfer. Nays:
None.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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property, but remain connected to the sanitary sewer have also been mailed. The office
has received a few questions from some about the letters. Mayor Hassman stated that he
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The Council tonight has set a date and time for the public hearing on the proposed
budget. The main thing we are awaiting to finalize will be the quotes coming in for our
property and liability insurance. Ms. Gaul will set a meeting time as soon as she receives
the new materials so that we can finalize our budget asking and go forward with the
publication.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Blickenderfer, second by Ueker, to approve the Consent Agenda and the
following items:

® Approval of the January 12, 2021 Regular Session Minutes

Approval of the January 18, 2021 Workshop Session

Approve the February claims, $123,432.59, plus $627.60 in additions
e Set next regular session for March 9, 2021

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Randy Hassman, Mayor Deborah J. Gaul, City Administrator
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Adjournment

Motion by Blickenderfer, second by Moen, to adjourn this regular session of the Nora
Springs City Council at 8:20 p.m.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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Randy Hassman, Mayor Deborah J. Gaul, City Administrator
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Adjournment

Motion by Blickenderfer, second by Moen, to adjourn this regular session of the Nora
Springs City Council at 8:20 p.m.

Vote: 5 ayes, motion carried.
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